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    “CRITTER OF THE MONTH” 
                   
                   LEAF SCORPION  

Scorpionfishes are slow moving carnivores, many with venomous spines that can de-
liver a painful sting. Also in this family are the stonefish( highly poisonous), lionfish 
and gurnards. This Leaf Scorpion is a juvenile, measuring about 2”. When full grown, 
he will max out at 4”. They like to perch on the bottom , sometimes waving slightly to 
and fro, waiting for prey. Their behavior and looks give them their name as they tend 
to look like harmless leaves. They frequently occur in pairs and all have at least three 
spines. They vary in color from grayish white to yellow, red, brown or black.  



 
 NUDIBRANCHS are the only marine 
slugs that lose their shells as adults. 
They are carnivores and feed on fixed 
organisms such as sponges, hydroids 
and corals. A few species are hunters 
and feed on other nudibranchs! They 
have few natural enemies. 
 
The Gloomy Nudi is named for their 
wrinkly, dark olive skin which appears 
black underwater. We do not find them 
to be “gloomy” at all as they boost a 
bright blue margin, a blue headband 
and five round, bright blue spots down 
their back. The individual in the photo 
has his gills fully extended and was 
moving quite rapidly, for a nudibranch, 
across the wreck. 
They grow to about 3” and we are al-
ways so excited to see them out ! 

 
  


